IATEFL Edinburgh 2025

Developing good practice
around Al and English
language teaching

George Wilson

www.britishcouncil.org



We support the teaching, learning and assessment of

We work with

English and of subjects taught through English in France.

Teachers Researchers

* Advice and support

e Research Teacher Policy
educators makers
« Capacity building

 Exchange of ideas %

www.britishcouncil.org



International
workshop on Al and
EhlPEl R 1]

v

www.britishcouncil.org



@@ BRITISH English
o0
Programmes

Artificial intelligence
and English language
teaching: Preparing
for the future

2nd edition: July 2024

Dr Adam Edmett
Neenaz Ichaporia
Dr Helen Crompton
Ross Crichton



https://www.teachingenglish.org.uk/sites/teacheng/files/2024-08/AI_and_ELT_Jul_2024.pdf

ANC
@ COUNCIL  Eovestion

An international workshop to explore themes linked to Al and language teaching:

teacher training, ethics, materials creation, pedagogy, assessment

[ Teachers ] [Teachereducators] [ Researchers ] [ Policy makers]

‘ To produce a series of documents to feed national
and international discussions around the topic.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gz3G4lqKST4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gz3G4lqKST4

Our approach

Reflection

« Presentations by leading experts « Design-thinking workshops « Set of documents
« Round tables with policy makers « Interactive activities « Social media engagement
« Pitches by innovators « Conference presentations

« Sharing of key documents

www.britishcouncil.org


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gz3G4lqKST4
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3lwQR4y4LBc

Reflections
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Future impact of Al on language learning

Continuing need to learn languages
« Risk of decline in learner motivation
 Shift towards learning subjects through languages
« Uncertain impact on multilingualism

« Risk to equality of access

www.britishcouncil.org



A new approach to language learning

www.britishcouncil.org

Personalised learning pathways

Precision data from continuous assessment

Emphasis on communicative competency

Removal of high-stakes tests within schools

-

\_

“Technology, no matter how helpful, should
always remain a tool - something we control,

not the other way around” Magdalena Bubula

~
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The role(s) of the language teacher in 2035

Language teachers in 2035 may be:

“Teachers have a role to\
play in shaping Al-practice

to be human-centred, h
acknowledging the value

of both human and Al

input in the teaching
process.”

\Kate Borthwick /
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Teacher training
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Feeding national and
international
discussions
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Contributing to ongoing discussions

Blog articles

Recordings Bibliography

Interviews Podcast

https://www.britishcouncil.fr/en/programmes/english-
programmes/education/projects/ai

www.britishcouncil.org

BRITISH e
couNciL | France

Our workshop exploring international
perspectives on artificial intelligence
and the teaching of languages

In November 2024, the Sritich Councll and Franos Eduoation international £
organiced an indernational Workehop looking at Arttifioal intelligence and language
learning

feed convercatione within Europe and beyond i how bost &

Our participants reflsct on their lsaming from the event +
Documents 2nd Al-cencratad podcast sharing the avant’s +
outcomas

Ascordings of round-tables and interviews with cur axperts +
Follow-up wabinar +

Furthar reacing +


https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gz3G4lqKST4
https://www.youtube.com/shorts/54UFEIn-59s
https://www.britishcouncil.fr/en/programmes/english-programmes/education/projects/ai
https://www.britishcouncil.fr/en/programmes/english-programmes/education/projects/ai

I%ng' Human first

Al systems sometimes have imited
information about some areas and
cultures. A human-centred approach
prioritises the needs and well-being of
all involved, so that digital solutions
enhance the leamning experience
without compromising safety, privacy,
ethics or human agency.

l_'B:l Safety

Consider safeguarding guidance.
Ensuring safe use of Al technologies in
and out of your classroom prevents
exposure to inappropriate content and
protects participants’ and leamers’ data,
rights and well-being.

Privacy and date
rights

Do not input personal or identifiable
data, photos, etc. into an Al tool. You
must protect intellectual property and
personal or sensitive data. There is risk
of use as training data by the Al tool,
copyright infringement and misuse by
third parties such as identity theft.

r
Transparency

Be open when you use Al to help you.
Remember, the outputs from
generative Al are based on user
prompts. Share and learn from others’
prompts. If prompts are incorrect or
non-inclusive, it can result in content
that harms or misrepresents people.

British Council guidelines for teachers

== | Ethics and bias

Remember that Al tools can produce
unreliable, biased content or otherwise
unacceptable content. Ensure you are
not using material that is incorrect or
that neglects or misrepresents groups
within our society. Consider
accessibility. Test an Al tool to check if
it works equally well with everyone and
does not disadvantage anyone.

l_% Accountability and

- responsibility

Involve guardians and leamners in making
decisions about Al use. We are all
accountable for our own decisions on
when, why and how we use Al. By

ensuring responsible use of Al, you
protect your professional credibility.




A nous de prendre la vague !
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Keep in touch

George Wilson
Head of English and School Education
British Council France

george.wilson@britishcouncil.fr /

Please share your feedback via the QR code

www.britishcouncil.org
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